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ABSTRACT

This paper analyzes the relationship between Taiwan and Africa during the 1960s
from a racial perspective. The author argues that through a Taiwanese version of “colonial
discourse”, Taipei rationalized the political support it received from Africa in the UN. In
this framework, Taiwan’s Chinese cultural superiority over ‘“backward” black Africans
made it only natural for Africa to recognize Taipei’s leadership status in the international
arena. Therefore, while Taipei’s claims to Chinese legitimacy declined, in its relationship
with Africa, Taipei could still have the pleasure of seeing itself as a great nation and
the legitimate China.
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